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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


‘ 


Akhbér (Lucknow), of the 20th March, states that Circulation, 
a ae — 9 10 copies. 
The budget. the telegraphic summary of n 
| Finaneial Statement communicated 
by the Press Commissioner's office to the press shows that 
the finances of the Empire have been ably managed by Major 
Baring. During the last year the income exceeded and the 
expenditure was below the estimates in many departments. 
This result is very satisfactory. The reduction in the salt 
duty proved. beneficial to traders, butthe reduction can have 
hardly reached the consumer. The Financial Minister thought 
bt to reduce the tax on salt, as it is a necessary of life. T 
: | that if the 
at the present rate, 
p to. what it was prior to the lowering 


"Ame 


8 1 25 . 


India, especially in consideration of the eminent sep 
rendered by the Indian Contingent. However, we are 
to state that Major Baring has managed to meet the ch 
without having recourse to fresh taxation. We are atone 
bim in thinking that the Indian export trade 
encouraged as much as possible. The reduction in 
way and ship rates would tend to promote the same 
The editor then refers to the proposed reductions in 
rates for wheat from Northern India to Bombay and 
Government for this. The editor recommends reduction 
egraphio rates for traders, and also in the duty levied en 
articles exported from this country, especially such arti 
as food-grains, &c., which do not come back in any alt 
shape. It is to be regretted that the present state of 
finances does not admit of the abolition of the duty on : 
but it. is to be hoped that Major Baring will endeavor to 
rid of it as soon as possible. No changes are to be mad 
present in the license-tax, but the Financial Minister 
declared that Government is alive to the evils of the tax. 1 


words show that he will recommend the abolition of 
unpopular impost. 


* 


» 


The Akhbdr-i- Alam (Meerut) * of the 18th March, 


* 


self-government. that it will be generally admitted t 


* 


ment scheme principally depends on dhe selection of c. 
petent members for local committees. But we are 
that the restrictions prescribed as to the ma 


tions of members will tend to excl ude educated men fr 


seldom found erer in the same persons. 
of the higher classes in this country to edu 
Ait least four men should be aN 

score of their intellectual 


* 


taken to ensure its success. If, unfortunately, the scheme 
led, we would be condemned as quite unfit for the manage- 
ment of our affairs. : 


A borrespondent of the “Khair Khwdh-i-Alam (Delhi), of Circulation, 

8 the 16th March, in regard to the ques- ee 
HE go se tion of qualifications for voters and 
members for the Delhi Municipal Committé, argues that it. 
is a mistake to attach great importance to wealth. Wealthy 
persons are not necessarily intelligent. On the contrary, those 
men who have inherited their riches from their ancestors are 
generally ignorant and luxurious. Intelligent and ‘educated 
persons should be made voters and members. Editors should 


of course be eligible for these offices. 4.4 | 
The Miratu-l-Hind (Lucknow), for February, states that Circulation, 
it is rumoured that the opium tax will —_— 
be abolished. But in the editor’s 
opinion it would be better if the tax on spirituous liquors and 
Ill intoxicating drugs, such as opium, chandu, madak, &., 
were greatly increased, and all other imposts, which press 
deverely on the people, were abolished. If the abolition of 
the export duty on opium is contem plated in order to encour- 
age its consumption in foreign countries, it is opposed to 
humanity to demoralize any people by placing that vile drug 
Within their easy reach. If the object of Government is to 
benefit cultivators, who are in a very unsatisfactory condition, 
Government should pay them Rs. 8 or Rs. 10a seer for the 
drug instead of Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 as at present, and sell it in 
burn at Rs. 24 or Rs. 32 instead of at Rs. 16. In that case 
‘altivators would be ene, Government revenue would 


would be checked. 


we Oudh As- Gincknow); of the 21st March, in re- Cireulation, 


The opium tax. 


4 


ee PS, 


st * ** 


* 


ended with no riots in other parts of the 

the contrary, Hindus, Musabmdns; and Obristiene 
in large numbers and enjoyed the scene. 

ous processions of Hindus and Musalmäns are frgely allo 
we du not seb any reason why the same privilege should 
denied to the Salvationists. (The Sdhas (Allahabad), of th 
19th March, and the Hindustani: (Lucknow), of the 22d 
March, also condemn the action of the Bombay authoriti 


a 


Circulation, The Jdm-i-Famehed. (Moradabad), of the 11th Mareh, 
125 eopies. referring to the orders issued by ‘Sir 
Lepel Griffin, warning the Salvats 

Army that he will not allow the processions of the Army iu 
any Native State in Central India, highly approves of 
orders, and remarks that the conduct of the Army is only 
calculated to lower the prestige of the religion of the rulers 
in the eyes of the people. The singing and dancing of the 
Army, w which has also some ladies in it, may furnish amusement 


to some Hindus and Musalmäns who are fond of such things 


# 


but surely the Army can secure no converts by such means. 
No pious man ought to have anything to do with singing 


7 


4 
’ 


and dancing. No prophet was ever known to preach. with 
musie playing. . 


900 ee The Victoria Paper (Sialkot), of the 17th March, in re- 


5 gard to the. prevalence of bribery and 
vad creation. * e corruption among the emia classes, 
) remarks that the only way of eh 

ing the evil is to make the givers of bribes exe 
2 As the giver ef u bribe is at present as 
liable to punishment as the receiver of; 


* 2 


it is difficult 
and 1 copies. A 
„ is affiaed te each 
copy, but surely this is not enough. It is strange that the 
Judicial Commissioner accepts such copies, when filed in his 
court, as authenticated copies. 
e Bhérat Sudashd- Pravartak (Farukhabéd),.- for ffeb- 
8 W 3 ruary, briefly refers to the various 
* — reforms introdueed by Lord 
Ripon, and remarks that natives will always cherish his 
memory with love and gratitude. The noble policy inaugu- 
rated by him encourages us to hope that India has a 
in store for her. The evil custom of cow-slaughter grieves 
Hindus to heart. If he put down that evil, he would place 
the whole Hindu community under a deep debt of gratitude. 


* 


The Kavivabhan Sudhd (Benares), of the roth March, eee 


* 


"Oita marriage among argues that child- marriage among the 350 copies. 


the Kindes. Hindus ought to be put down by 
- strong hand of the law. ‘Their degeneration may be chiefly 
‘ascribed to this pernicious custom. The interference of Gov- 
ernment in this matter would not militate against the Hinda 
religion, because, according to the Institutes of Manu and 
ether Hindu law books, the marriageable age is 26 years. 
The Indian Penal Code already prohibits a man from having 
sexual intercourse with his wife who is under 10 years of age, 
butitis notorious that girls are often married at 5 years of age. 
The native press is unanimous in gondemning the custom, 
 and:consequently it may be informed that say action 

, by Gorernmenit wonld not be viewed with disfavour * tee 


— 


r 
extension of Lord ; Ripon’s term of office. 


to a unanimous conclusion as to the adivisability of forw 
a memorial. It is believed that a similar meeting i 

ta be held at Calcutta. If memorials reach Her M. 
from all parts of the country, there is no doubt that she 
accede to the wishes of the people. The extension of 
Viceroy’s term for another five years ia indispensable in 


* 


that the excellent reforms inaugurated by him may be pla 
on a firm footing before his departure from this coun 


We cannot 2 — to ome such a 


* 


The sale of ae at makes some e in regar t 


Allahabad. the opium sold at Allahabad. Last year 


the monopoly for the sale of the drug was granted for Rs. 
Although this year the contractor has had to pay Rs. 7, 000, 


the drug supplied to him is very inferior and the balla 


are also short in weight. The drag, instead of doing any 
2 to the cousumer, does him harm, because it causes 
- looseness. The shortness of the ball in weight is a source 
of loss to the vendors. The drug i is sold at Re. 20a seer at 


the city. | 


The same paper expresses dissatisfa ion at the expulsion 


* * 


) - ern · 
The expulsion of grown- of grown up boys from the Gov 


up boys from tne Allah ment High School at Allahabad 
ened eee Seem. in it th and 


in its issues of the 12 
March. The editor 
paper lately comp 
dents at the school 
amples to younger boys ( 
Vernacular Newspapers for the week e the 15th Fe 
, 1883). The local Gov ˖ 


7 . * . P 7 
* " / 

. 

* 


he boys have unitecessarily 7 been prevented from acquiring 
education. The Director’ should have consulted the head-mas-— 
ter and other teachers as to the character of ‘the 
expelled those whose conduct was bad. It is absurd to suppose 
“that all grown-up boys must be of bad u 


5 } 
; : * 
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A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nér ( Lahore) ; of the 14th 


ten March, is glad to state that Mr. 
The lectures delivered 
by Ur. Kennedy on agri- Kennedy, Assistant Commissioner of 


— — : Lahore, delivered a lecture. on agricul- 


are at the Government College hall on the 12th idem at 8 a.m. 


ot 


He intends to deliver seven more lectures. The writer makes 
he following proposals for the consideration of the lec- 


. 


urer:—(1) The time chosen for the delivery: of the lecture 


was not suitable, and the result was that at the last occasion 


only students were present. The time should be chan ged. 
2 The lectures should be delivered i in vernacular in order 


that men who do not know English may also understand 
them. (3) The land-owners, lambardérs, and zaildärs who 
live in the neighbourhood should be invited to attend the 


t 1 + 


‘ 1 3 7 
* 


lectures, 


a 


Tube Delhi Punch (Lahore), of the 14th March, containg 
n a picture in which oultivators are ro- 
presented as offering bribes to a canal 

chapräsi and asking him for water. 


LEGISLATION. 


1 7 


The Bhdrat Bandhu. (Aligarh), of the 16th March, gives 
Jara aie ae Magistrates’ a very brief substance of the debate 
u. ttuat took place at the Viceroy’s Legis- 

tative /ouncil on the 9th instant about the Criminal’ Proce- 


Cireu! ation, 
450 copies. 


Olreulatlon 
810 copies. 


Cireulatien, 
135 eopien. 


for the noble words e he atteted i in l 
on the 9th March, and which: we gould not expe wt from : 
other Vi iceroy. May he ever rule over us! The outery aise 5 
by Europeans against the proposed change in the law is quite 
~ unjustifiable. It is preposterous to contend that Native 
sions Judges and District Magistrates are not qualified to try 
Europeans. The indignation meetings held at Calcutta anc 
other places freely indulged in abuse of our countrymen, 
We were hitherto under the impression that Englishmen; as a 
rule were an enlightened, liberal-minded, and just people. E Bat 
the conduct ofthe opponents of the Bill has shaken this belief. 
It appears that there are men among Englishmen who are 
_ extremely selfish and narrow-minded and who bitterly hate 
natives. It may be supposed that they oppose the messure 
either because they have no confidence in the justice ‘of 


4 . 
. . 
* 


Native Magistrates, or because they expect i indul gence at the 
hands of European Magistrates. Either of these ideas does 


* 


* 


not become Englishmen. We hope that the more intelligen 
thoughtful, and respectable classes of Englishmen will not 
support the agitation. The principal merit of British rule 
is that it recognises no race distinction. It is to be regretted 
that narrow-minded Europeans are endeavourin g to bring it 
into disrepute by their misconduct. It is. strange that 
natives do not object to be tried eren by young Euro 
Assistant Magistrates, while Europeans would not sub 
Re to the jurisdiction of Native District M agistrates: This 
to be hoped that: Government will not yield to any unj 
clamour. oH 33 1 1 a 


* 


Cireulation, | The Kol- i- Nur (Lahore), of the 17th. March, 0 


* 


the feelings between tlie rules ind the outed: We adevents 


2 
1 


hé change, not because we nati sat ‘who nre born to be slaves, 
desire equality with Europea 6, ‘but because the change 
would remove an invidious asg dimistzen, d thus tend to 


promote the growth of sympathy between the two classes. 
British rule is to India what the soul is to the body, and there 
fore we heartily desire the stability. of that rule in this 
country. But that rule cannot always last unless the con- 
querors and the children of the soil are animated by friendly 


* * 


feelings, and obviously no sympathy can grow between them 
until they are both made subjeot to the same law. So long 
as the law continues to be personal the growth of friendly 
feeling is impossible. The present Viceroy is bent on pro- ‘ 
moting union between the two classes and on strengthening, 
the. foundations of British rule. It would be very. unfortunate 
if narrow-minded Englishmen prevented him from achieving. ' 


4 


bis noble purpose. The hue and cry kicked: up by Europeans 


against the Bill is quite incomprehensible. In the first place, 
the number of Native Magistrates, who would be empowered 


to try Europeans, in case the measure is passed, might be 
counted on the fingers. Secondly, the district officers, who. 


* 


distribute cases among their subordinates for decision are 
generally Europeans, and they would still have the power to 
make over the cases of Europeons to their European or native 
sübordinates: as they pleasd. Thirdly, evidently the exten- 


1 


i 


sion of the jurisdiction of Native Magistrates over Europeans 


would i in no way benefit the former, but the latter themselves 


* 
* 5 3 


saded the trouble and keene of being drag- 
ged long ‘distances for trial. When Europeans are already 
subject to the jurisdiction of Native Magistrates” in, civil 


* 


" 
5 


( 250 ) 


2 aa . examination. The orders of a evil court are enough to 
a completely ruin > reputation of a man, as was remarked 
by the Hon’ble Saiyad Ahmad Khän in his speech in Ooun- 
‘ cil. Civil courts can imprison men and also exercise other 
criminal power. ye ho PRS 


Ciroulation; — Kavivachan Sudhd 0 of the 19th March, 
350 copies. | i 
states that a large portion of some Eng- 
lish papers, such as the Pioneer, the 
Times, the Civil and Military Gazette, Go., is at present filled 
with editorials and communications about the Bill. Meetings 
are being held throughout the country by Europeans to protest 
against the measure. The writings of our contemporaries 
and the speeches delivered at such meetings contain no argu- 
ments, but only indulge in abuse. The measure will confer 
no great benefit on natives; then why are Europeans so 
strongly opposed to it? If Native Magistrates are not quali- 
fied to dispense justice properly, why does Government allow 
them to decide the cases of natives, who are as much subjects of 
Her Majesty as Europeans? If Europeans object to be tried 
by Native Magistrates owing to a difference of race, natives 
may raise a similar een against European, Magistrates. : 


The same. 


NATIVE STATES. | 

The Akhbér-i- Alam (Meerut), of the 18th March, highly 
The appointment of a praises Sir Sälär Jang for the abi- 
new Vasir at Haldarabad. lity, industry, justice, and impartia- 
lity with which he conducted the administration of Haidar- 

abad, and argues that his son, Mir Läyqat Ali, though young, 

is the proper person to succeed him. Bashiru-l-daula is a man 
of the old school ‘and is not fit for the post. Mir Lydqat 
Alihas received a good English education and would undoubt- 
edly be able to maintain the system of administration 


introduced by his father. 
‘tien 3 Tus Hindustdni (Lackner), of the 22nd March, praines 
100 Spie, Lae the Shafag of Haidarabad for its 


a 4 ‘e 
, ; * * „ * „ 
‘ — ’ . 


freedom and boldness in urging the 


ere 
** ee tee rer 
e *. 7 


K 


claims of Mir Lyäqat Ali, and says that the arrangements 
already made by Government have caused great dissatisfac- 


tion among all classes of the pe ple there. In this important 
matter, the Supreme Government should act upon its own 


good judgment and give no weight to the opinion of the 


young Nizim. The entire blame for the present arrange- 
ment must rest with the Resident, whose false representations 
have deceived Government. Mir Lryaqat’ ‘Ali should be en- 


The Nasim-i- Agra, of the 15th March, complains ne the 
The taxes levied by the 


dak-owners of Agra. jan of Agra whose waggons carry 


passengers and goods from Agra to the British antennen 
at Sipri, Gina, &., on hire. The tax is a new and unjust 


one. The roads on which the waggons ply is kept in repair 
by Government and not by the Gwaliar State. The owners 


of the d&k already pay a license-tax to Government, and the 


goods conveyed by the dak are chiefly sold at British canton- 


ments. True the Mahäjans have agencies at Gwaliar, where 
the goods are loaded and unloaded ; but is the Darbär justified 
in levying such a heavy tax on such agencies? The dak has 


been plying for the last twenty or twenty-one years, but no 
such tax was hitherto levied by the Darbar. The Darbar also 
realizes another tax from the dak-owners at the rate of one 


. anna a per rupee, on che fares paid to them by passengers. 


POST- OFFICE. 


“The Muftd-i- Am (Agra), of the 20th March, urges that 
money-order }. forms. should; abe also 


printed i in Hindi and Urda_ for the 
convenience of the people. : 


ann. order forms. 


The Hindustani (Lucknow), of the 22nd ‘Marck, states 


The post-ofioe at Hei- that several complaints’ have reach ° 


A correspondent: ‘says. W orders have been 


J 


Gwaliar Darbér has lately begun to 
Gwaliar Darbér from the levy a tax of Rs, 400 from each Mahé- 


add the editor against the post- office at 


Circu! ation, 
325 copies. 


tf ‘3 
oo 


* 


te, A. “A. 8 1 


bags received at the post-office: to open and examine each letter, 
f addressed to ain ‘editor, before despatching it. These ards . 
f have encouraged the postal officials to resort to another illegal { 5 
Practice. They regularly’ open all copies of newspapers oak 
3 received at the post office for delivery, and show them to many 
= maen who pay them four or eight annas a month. When the 
papers are returned by these men after perusal in four or five 
days, the postal officials again put the old covers, if avail- 
able, over them and make them over to the addressees ; other- 
wise they send them back to the managers of the presses from 
q which they issued. We suppose that some ill-advised subordi- 
. nate officers, and not the Durbär, are responsible for che issue 
7 of such orders. The Government of India should see to: this. 


Pym 95 The Lo- Nur Gabor, of the 14th March, also com- 

: plains that the: editor. has received 

1 The same. 

a many complaints about the mismanage- 

4 ment of the 8 at Haidarabad. Several letters and 

copies of the newspaper, which he sent to his correspondents a, 
at that place, never reached them, nor did he ever receive some —— 
letters which they had posted to his address there. It is said 

that orders have been received at the Residency post-office 

to intercept all suspected letters. (The Khair Khwdh-i- Alam | 
(Delhi), of the 16th March, also makes a similar nenn) 


„„ 10 OAL AND MISCELLANEOUS, 


g Circulation, „ See: Muragqa-i- Taheth (Lucknow), of the 15th March, ue 
5 ¢ * The singing of indecent Condemns the evil custom among 

. songs du g the Holi, natives of sin ging indecent songs dur- 
e Holi: festival, refers to a petition submitted by inhabi- 

a 5 5 . “tants of Lucknow to the Local Government praying for the 

ee vprokibition of the custom, and expresses hope that Govern- 
=e ee ment will undoubtedly interfere and check the — 

~The Hibidustdni (Lucknow), „of the 22nd: March, 1 

ane of en “of the prevalence of theft at Lucknow, 

— especially in ‘Aminabad, and charges 
‘with dereliction va duty. ‘The ‘poline have not ‘been 
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able to trace the stolen property or discover the thievesina a 
single case; but on the contrary. their enquiries have only Wa 
proved a. source of i inconvenience . and harassment. to. the ee 
men. at. whose houses the thefts were committed, and to their 
WII ok ͤ d ͤ 


re ee ’ ‘ \ N f — . 


* 


A correspondent of the Sdhas ( Allahabad), of the 19th Olrenlation, 
| ae 5 arch, writin from Gbazipur under ee 
e g pur under 


iP police at set date the 7 th March, states that it is to 
= ae a matter of deep regret that Although 
the arbitrary proceedings of the police are so frequently 
exposed in the public press, their conduct continues to be as bad 
as ever. Qn the 6th March, at noon, two police constables 
came across an old woman, who carried some earthen. vegsels 
for sale on the road, and asked her what was the price of each : 
vessel. She replied that they were worth three pice each. on 
this the constables’ seized her and threatened to beat and to 
take hor to the police-station. he was compelled to ell 7 
them vessels at one pice each, The same day, when the son of 
a wealthy man was driving his carriage at Saiyidpur, his horse | 


shied and upset the carriage, and a child was crushed to death 


é 


by the carriage. The police attempted to arrest the boy, ao | 
objected to this. On this they beat him and sent him to the 


Magistrate’s court for trial. The Magistrate was convinced of 
his innocence and acquitted him. It is believed that the boy soe 
has brought a suit for Rs. 4,000 against the police on the 
ground that he was relieved of jewellery valued at that um 
during the assault committed on him by the police. ee 


* 


The Koh-t-Nér (Lahore), of the 17th March, complains Circulation, 
The prevalence of theft that Anarkali in Lahore has far some “°° copie. 


4 ae Boag} vd 5 mi thee res wer , 


a ; t * * 
9 


Circulation, . A eerie: of the Miratu-l-Hind (Lucknow), for 


— 2 e Febru 3 
| General Soubelotf’s his- . ebruary, gives the substance of Gen 


co). tony ot ‘the late Kabul eral Soubeloff’s history of the late Afg-  - 


1 * 


eo. „„ war, as it appeared in the Akhtar- 

ce: i- Ram of Constantinople, which again in turn had taken it | 

35% no Morning Post, and remarks that apparently the 

sa book deserves no more consideration than the vagaries of a 3 
mad man. The natives are not disaffected towards the Gov- 


— 
— 


ernment as has been alleged by the Russian General. They 


* * * 85 


enjoy every advantage under British rule and are well 
= disposed towards it. There are, however, some matters refer- 
red to in the book, such as the probability of an outbreak of 
| Pear between Russia and England in Asia in ten or twelve 


| Voears, &., which demand serious consideration. ae 8 
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